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of identity are gaining new traction 
throughout the world. During the ten 
days of the caucus we will ask how art 
can provide a productive, critical 
space where solidarities are formed 
and political visions rehearsed. What 
role can the museum of the 21st 
century with its constituents play in 
such a project? In other words, it will 
ask: ‘How can we become more?’

For Becoming More, the Van   Abbe 
museum has invited artists, organisers 
and thinkers working in the Netherlands 
to author distinct days, bringing 
different forms of knowledge and 
experience into the museum. We 
believe at this critical juncture of 

We are delighted to welcome you to 
Becoming More, a tenday caucus 
comprising lectures, performances, 
screenings, commissions, discussions 
and food hosted by the Van Abbe
museum Eindhoven. Becoming More  
involves over one hundred artists, 
speakers, performers and cooks and 
takes place in the Van Abbemuseum 
and the Designhuis. 

On the 10th anniversary of the research 
and exhibition project Be(com)ing 
Dutch it is time to convene again – to 
come together to strengthen existing 
alliances and to develop new affinities. 
In the face of increasing division and 
isolation, militant and essentialist forms 

unrest, it is vital to listen, consolidate 
and share. The programme is the 
outcome of these extensive 
discussions from which a series  
of urgent topics have emerged. 

In the following pages you will find 
information and schedules for the  
ten days of the caucus. Further 
information, including biographies  
of the participantsw, reservations  
for lunch and dinner and updates  
to the schedule can be found on  
www.vanabbemuseum.nl/
becomingmore.  

We hope you enjoy the programme!

The Becoming More team



On Experience and Choicesopening

THU 18.05 FRI 19.05

Convened by Iris Kensmil
VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

On Experiences and Choices is a series  
of talks and discussions convened by  
the artist Iris Kensmil, that address the 
 experiences and cultural contexts of black 
emancipatory struggles in the Netherlands. 
Significant national and international 
 voices from multiple disciplines speak  
to the undoing of longheld institutional, 
 racial, geo and biopolitical formations, 
hierarchies and modes of working, in a day 
that draws from multiple bodies of know
ledge to generate and fulfil the potential  
of a decolonial world. 

SPEAKERS: Jessica de Abreu, Karin 
Amatmoekrim, Sinan Cankaya, Ernestine 
Comvalius, Mitchell Esajas, Paul Goodwin, 
Wayne Modest, Andre Reeder, Simone 
Zeefuik

IRIS KENSMIL (1970) is a Dutch artist of 
Surinamese descent who makes oil paintings, 
drawings and installations. Her work investigates 
contemporary concepts of image and artistic 
strategies, which she elaborates in a European 
painting and drawing style. Through her work, 
she draws from previously neglected histories - 
classically excluded by the western canon - to 
give Black individuals a place in art history. 
For Kensmil, art has a potential to generate 
alternative histories and catalyse change. 
www.iriskensmil.nl

SCHEDULE

11:00 introduction  
11:10 Ernestine Comvalius & Andre Reeder                                     
  language DUTCH
11:35 Mitchell Esajas & Jessica de Abreu 
  language DUTCH
12:00 audience discussion

12:30 lunch @ Designhuis 

13: 30 Karin Amatmoekrim language DUTCH
14:00 respondent Sinan Cankaya 
14:15 audience discussion
14:30 Paul Goodwin language ENGLISH
15:00 respondent Wayne Modest     
15:15 audience discussion

15:30 break

15:45 Simone Zeefuik lecture  
 & Decolonising museum tour
 
18:00 dinner @ Designhuis 

20:00 screening ‘I Am Not Your Negro’ (2016)  
 directed by Raoul Peck (1.33min)  
 @ Designhuis - the project space
 

Biographies of all the speakers can be found  
on the Van Abbemuseum website

Convened by Iris Kensmil and 
introduced by Annie Fletcher
DESIGNHUIS & VAN ABBEMUSEUM 

The opening programme consists of  
a prelaunch dinner at the Designhuis,  
an action by Jabu Arnell and a lecture by  
Prof. dr. Gloria Wekker and respondent 
Nancy Jouwe in the auditorium of the  
Van Abbemuseum.

Gloria Wekker: 
BEYOND WHITE INNOCENCE
From ethnic profiling, discrimination in 
education and the labour market to the 
negative images that precede people of 
colour, race, despite widespread denial, 
plays a major role in Dutch society along 
with gender, sexuality and class. To under
stand this, Gloria Wekker argues that we 
must look to the past. How does 400 
years of colonialism affect our current 
thinking? What are the similarities and 
differences between the first and second 
wave of antiracist debates, which is now 
under way? How can a better under
standing of our history help fight racism 
and what ways can we work and think 
together to get a fairer society for all?

GLORIA WEKKER is emeritus Professor in 
Gender Studies, Faculty of the Humanities, 
Utrecht University, the Netherlands. A social and 
cultural anthropologist, she specializes in Gender 
Studies, Sexuality Studies, African- American 
and Caribbean Studies. Her work focuses on  
the intersections of colonialism, racism, white 
privilege, feminist theory, lesbian theory and 
women in the Caribbean. Publications include 
The Politics of Passion; Women´s sexual Culture 
in the Afro-Surinamese Diaspora (Columbia 
University Press, 2006) and her recent book 
White Innocence; Paradoxes of Colonialism and 
Race (Duke University Press, 2016).

NANCY JOUWE is a researcher, publicist and 
curator and currently doing her PhD at Utrecht 
University. Her research focuses on Dutch post-
colonial history and its afterlife, gender and 
ethnicity, Papua heritage and identity, and    
cross-cultural art projects. 

SCHEDULE 

17:30 dinner @ Designhuis

19:00 A Kind of Black (Zoden aan de Dijk):  
 action and installation by Jabu Arnell 
 @ Van Abbemuseum - leszaal 
19:30 keynote address by Gloria Wekker  
 with Nancy Jouwe 
 @ Van Abbemuseum - auditorium 



Future Caucus

SAT 20.05

Convened by Eric de Bruyn  
and Sven Lütticken
VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

Today, there is an abundance of neo
futurisms, futurologies, speculative theories 
and accelerationist manifestoes. What 
seems at stake here is a fundamental  
split between a ‘capitalist realism’ that 
encapsulates the future in an ever
expanding process of accumulation, and 
attempts to think different futures in the 
face of a looming planetary catastrophe, 
and the social catastrophe of the end of 
work through automation. However, many 
forms of neofuturist speculation still seem 
in thrall to the techno scientific logos of 
capitalism, counting on its potential for 
being used against for more humane –  
or posthuman – ends. Meanwhile, the 
temporal horizon of the contemporary 
economy remains characterized by the 
‘shrinking future’ of justintime production, 
risk management, highfrequency trading, 
and the futures market. ‘Speculative’ 
artistic and intellectual practices seem 
little inclined to problematize their 
implication in a speculative market whose 
movement is marked precisely by a 
perpetual extension of the present and  
a colonization of the future. Taking cues 
from the work of paradoxical modernists 
and of communist and Afrofuturist 
scenarios, the ‘future caucus’ is convened 
to address what can be learned from past 
and present imaginings of futurity—social, 
cultural and otherwise—as we slide 
deeper into the capitalocene.

SPEAKERS: Diedrich Diederichsen, 
Kodwo Eshun, Maurizio Lazzarato, 
Doreen Mende, Ana Teixeira Pinto, 
Marina Vishmidt, McKenzie Wark
 
ERIC C. H. DE BRUYN is chair of the graduate 
program of Film and Photographic Studies at the 
University of Leiden. He is an editor of Grey Room 
and has curated film programs at the MuMOK  
in Vienna, Musée Pompidou in Paris and the 
Whitney Museum in New York. His writings on 
contemporary art and film have appeared in, 
among other places, Artforum, Art Journal,  
Grey Room and Texte zur Kunst. 

SVEN LÜTTICKEN teaches art history at the 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and theory at the 
Dutch Art Institute, Arnhem. He is the author  
of the books Secret Publicity: Essays on 
Contemporary Art (2005), Idols of the Market: 
Modern iconoclasm and the Fundamentalist 
Spectacle (2009), History in Motion: Time in  
the Age of the Moving Image (2013) and Cultural 
Revolution: Aesthetic Practice after Autonomy 
(2017). Currently he is editing the reader Art  
and Autonomy, which will be published later  
this year by Afterall.

Biographies of all the speakers can be found  
on the Van Abbemuseum website

 
SCHEDULE 

PANEL 1: The Labour Of The Future, 
The Future After Labour
10:30 welcome: Annie Fletcher
10:45  introduction: Eric de Bruyn 
11:00  keynote: McKenzie Wark 
11:45  keynote: Maurizio Lazzarato
12:30  discussion moderated by  
 Anna Teixeira Pinto 

13:00 lunch @ Designhuis
 

PANEL 2: Speculative Practices 
14:00 Diedrich Diederichsen 
14:30 Marina Vishmidt
15:00 discussion moderated by 
 Sven Lütticken
15:30 break
 

EVENT 3: Socialist And AfroFutures 
(on Film)
16:00 conversation & film screenings 
 Kodwo Eshun & Doreen Mende
17:30 close

18:00 dinner @ Designhuis

all talks will be held in English

photo: Joachim Hellwig / Claus Ritter, Liebe 2002,  
1972, DEFA futurum, 23.48min



Towards Entangled Modes of Becoming More

SUN 21.05

EMILY PETHICK is the director of The Showroom, 
London. Previously she was director of Casco, 
Office for Art, Design and Theory, in Utrecht,  
The Netherlands (2005-2008) and previously 
she was the curator at Cubitt, London (2003-
2004). In 2016/17 she is teaching the course 
‘Curating Positions’ at the Dutch Art Institute  
with Leire Vergara. 

LEIRE VERGARA is an independent curator and 
since 2010, member of Bulegoa z/b (together 
with Beatriz Cavia, Miren Jaio and Isabel de 
Naverán), an office for art and knowledge based 
in Bilbao and committed to developing research 
and discussion on common interests around 
processes of historization, cultural translation, 
performativity, the body, postcolonialism, social 
theory, archival strategies and education. In 16/17 
she is teaching the course ‘Curating Positions’ at 
the Dutch Art Institute with Emily Pethick. 

DAI ROAMING ASSEMBLY is a recurring public 
symposium scheduled to take place once a 
month, functioning as the DAI-week’s ‘centerfold’ 
event. This state-of-the-art speculative and hybrid 
programme explores specific themes and topics 
of contemporary relevance to the thinking of art 
in the world today. It is considered a key part of 
the DAI’s (version of the) Planetary Campus - an 
‘affective community’ (Leela Gandhi) where caring 
for the earth goes along with the generous 
sharing of art and research, where complexity 
can be embraced and intellectual intra-actions 
are fostered, aiming to endow our praxes, 
wherever they are operational. Although closely 
interlinked with the DAI’s academic programme, 
Roaming Assembly editions are not conceived  
as plain extensions of the regular DAI classes 
and seminars, but rather envisioned as sovereign 
happenings, designed to mobilize our bodies,  
our intelligences.

SCHEDULE

11:00 welcome: DAI-director  
 Gabriëlle Schleijpen
11:05 introduction: curators  
 Emily Pethick and Leire Vergara
11:20 introduction: Alejandra Riera 
11.30 screening of  – OHPERA – MUET – … 
 [… – MUTE – OHPERA – …]  
 by Alejandra Riera and UEINZZ

13:30 lunch @ Designhuis 
 
14:30 Michael Marder: Becoming More  
 vegetal-energy-wise
15:10 Michael Marder in conversation  
 with Leire Vergara and DAI-students
15:30 Zach Blas 
16:10 Zach Blas in conversation with  
 Emily Pethick and DAI-students

16:30 break

16.45 Dark Matter Cinema Tarot with 
 Silvia Maglioni and Graeme Thomson

18:00 drinks & dinner @ Designhuis

all talks will be held in English

DAI ROAMING ASSEMBLY #14
Convened by Emily Pethick and  
Leire Vergara
VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

In order to help us think of more complex 
and inclusive articulations of forms of 
coexistence, multiplicity, opacity, and 
 entanglement, Towards Entangled Modes 
of Becoming More invites artists and 
 theorists who are developing new ways to 
read contemporary modes of relationality, 
beyond singularities and binaries.

Within the framework of ‘Becoming More’, 
this edition of the Roaming Assembly 
 proposes us to engage with the concept of 
‘entanglement’ and its pliable potentiality. 
The programme incorporates complex 
 liaisons between human and nonhuman, 
between work and notwork, between  
the individual and the collective, between 
cinema and the infraimage. 

SPEAKERS: Zach Blas, Michael Marder, 
Emily Pethick, Alejandra Riera, Graeme 
Thomson & Silvia Maglioni, Leire Vergara

Biographies of all the speakers can be found  
on the Van Abbemuseum website

photo: Michael Marder



Convened by Charl Landvreugd
11:00 - 13:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

Charl Landvreugd examines the visual 
strategies used by Dutch Afro artists.  
He argues that the dialogue dominated  
by American and British art theory frame
works is not always adequate to describe 
the specific nature of Dutch and continental 
European Afro art production. Landvreugd 
takes the dynamic model of the Krut’krutu 
(an AfroSurinamese gathering)  to focus 
on linguistic and curatorial strategies 
surrounding art made by Afro subjects  
in the Dutch context. 

SPEAKERS: Markus Balkenhol, Raul Balai,
Sara Blokland, Jelle Bouwhuis, Ricardo
Burgzorg, Ferdinand van Dieten, Mariette 
Dölle, Paul Faber, Annie Fletcher, Chandra 
Frank, Quincy Gario, Ozkan Golpinar, 
Antonio Jose Guzman, Nancy Hoffman, 
Guno Jones, Remy Jungerman, Patricia 
Kaersenhout, Iris Kensmil, Imara Limon, 
Martijn van Nieuwenhuyzen, Rob Perree, 
Josien Pieterse, Els van der Plas,
Steven ten Thije, Vincent van Velsen, 
Marga Weimans

Biographies of all the speakers can be found  
on the Van Abbemuseum website

CHARL LANDVREUGD (Paramaribo, 1971), lives 
and works in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. As a 
visual artist, he works mainly in the fields of 
sculpture, performance, installation, photography 
and video. Through curating and writing he 
focuses on research as artistic production. Charl 
researches the visual strategies of Dutch Afro 
artists with a focus on the production of cultural 
citizen ship. He argues that the discourse 
dominated by post colonial theoretical 
frameworks does not always suffice in describing 
the Dutch and continental European Afro art 
production. He advocates for local European 
concepts and language that have the potential to 
speak about the sensibilities specific to the area.
He has been awarded several scholarships and 
grants to develop his visual practice and research 
into the arts produced by European (Dutch) Afro 
artists. As a Fulbright Fellow he continued his 
studies in Modern Art: Critical and Curatorial 
Studies MA at Columbia University in New York. 
He currently continues his investigations at the 
Royal College of Art in London in the PhD 
program Curating Contemporary Art.
His work has been published by; Open Arts 
Journal (UK), Small Axe Magazine (USA),   
ARC Magazine (St. Vincent & the Grenadines),  
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam (NL), CBK 
Rotterdam (NL), Uprising Art (FR), among others.
www.landvreugd.wordpress.com

11:00 three minute responses by the speakers  
 @ Van Abbemuseum - auditorium
13:00 lunch @ designhuis
14:00 - 17:00  Krut’ Krutu (closed session)
18:00 dinner @ Designhuis

‘Krut’krutu’

photo: Charl Landvreugd, Atlantic-Transformerz-Dakar, 2014 

SAT 27.05



Ed No3. ASSETACQUISITION ‘House Rules?’

Convened by Frontier Imaginaries  
with As Long As it Takes (Bijlmerpark 
Theater, HipHopHuis and University  
of Colour)
13:00 - 18:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM STUDIO

House Rules? is an afternoon of talks, 
music and dance. The programme is the 
first public event of the acquisition 
research committee: As Long As It Takes! 
who research the question of cultural 
value and the idea of the ‘asset’, in 
collaboration with Frontier Imaginaries. 
The answers cannot just be in words, 
there must be movement, and there  
will be dance.

What different ways are there to organize 
the rules of cultural participation? What 
does it mean to offer proper respect within 
a space of the arts? And what possibilities 
are there for change in the house rules of 
the Museum as a historically colonial 
space? 

A public dialogue will be moderated by 
legendary artist and activist Richard Bell, 
thinking through three case studies: 
1 Samoan artist Yuki Kihara’s dance 

collaboration in response to the German 
ethnographic gaze; 

2 A community collaboration around the 
Kabra mask in the Amsterdam museum 
collection, and;

3 Cypher etiquette: cracking the codes  
of hiphop dance.

In between the talks there are performances 
by West-African and Afro-Caribbean style 
dance-group Untold and dancers from 
 HipHopLab 040. We end the day with 
 music, dance and drinks.

AS LONG AS IT TAKES, including members  
from the Bijlmer Parktheater, HipHopHuis, and 
University of Colour, was formed when art and 
research project ‘Frontier Imaginaries’ turned 
around their Caucus invitation, proposing to the 
Van Abbemuseum a process of ‘Thinking Through 
Doing’ focused upon one museum acquisition.

12:00 lunch @ Designhuis
13:00 House Rules?
18:00 closing dinner @ Designhuis

Boris van Berkum, Kabra Vooroudermasker, 2013
photo: Amsterdam Museum, Erik Hesmerg

SUN 28.05



Dutch Art Institute (DAI) at Becoming More

During the caucus, DAI  
will take up residence in 
Eindhoven. DAI’s courses, 
seminars, lectures and 
presentations will run 
concurrently or become 
entangled with Van Abbe’s 
programming.

Ten times a year master students and 
tutors plug into the DAI Planetary 
Campus: a temporary art commune,  
a weeklong theory camp, think tank 
and learning environment, sometimes 
in Arnhem, often elsewhere in the 
world. Conviviality is at the heart  
of the programme; infrastructures  
can be artworks too.

From 2008 onward when DAI students 
participated in the caucus Be(com)ing 
Dutch in Eindhoven, the Dutch Art 
Institute and the Van Abbemuseum 
have been teaming up on research 
and study, always in conversation, 
always trying to ’become more’.

for full details see: dutchartinstitute.eu

THU 18.05 -  
THU 25.05 
VAN ABBEMUSEUM

COOP ACADEMY 
Collaborative research outcomes in 
the form of various interventions by 
DAI’s publishing and curating classes.

Curating Positions
Lead tutors: The Showroom  
(Emily Pethick) and Leire Vergara.
A series of interventions into the  
Van Abbemuseum responding to the 
senses in order to question the historical 
prioritization of the ‘scopic’ within histories 
of art and museology. 

Curating Positions: Second order 
observation; commitment issues 
Discussion between students with  
Charles Esche and Annie Fletcher.  
THU 18.05 / 14:00 - 15:00 

VAN ABBEMUSEUM STUDIO

Curating Positions:  
Absence Takes Shape 
FRI 19.05 - THU 25.05 / 11:00 - 17:00 

VAN ABBEMUSEUM THE FOYER

Curating Positions:  
The Elephant in the Room 
FRI 19.05 - TUE 23.05 

11:00 - 17:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM ROOM B2

(CLOSED MON 22.05)

Curating Positions: Becoming More… 
Porous / A Porous Archive
FRI 19.05 - SUN 28.05

11:00 - 17:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM DIY ARCHIVE

Curating Positions:  
Follow The Sound If You’re Myopic
Live broadcast on Markt Air
WED 24.05 / 12:00 - 22:00 / CAFÉ DE MARKT, 

WOENSELSE MARKT 48, 5612 CS EINDHOVEN

Deviant Practice 
Lead tutors: Van Abbemuseum  
(Nick Aikens, Annie Fletcher) 
‘Deviant Practice’ takes place during two 
collective dinners (May 20th and May 21st) 
of the caucus through a series of spatial, 
behavioral and performative interventions. 
Collectively, the project speaks to and from 
the different choreographic, social and 
 political positions that are brought to the 
 table at the end of our day. 

Open! Publishing Class  
Temporary editorial office 
Lead tutors: Open!  
(Jorinde Seijdel) and Florian Göttke 
With Federica Bueti, acting as chief editor, 
students will explore and invent new formats 
for the live coverage of the various symposia 
taking place on Fri 19, Sat 20 and Sun 21 
May at the Van Abbemuseum’s auditorium. 
Link to their online activities at the newly 
created Open! blog at onlineopen.org. 

SUN 21.05
11:00 - 18:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

  

Roaming Assembly#14  
Towards Entangled Modes 
of Becoming More

MON 22.05 
09:00 - 19:30 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM

AUDITORIUM & STUDIO

BY RESERVATION R.FERNHOUT@ARTEZ.NL  

 

The Kitchen /  
Not The Restaurant
13 DAIstudents present and perform 
individual individual artistic research  
in progress  

Orality… is inseparable from the body  
in movement’  Édouard Glissant

Respondents: Zach Blas, Michael Marder 
with Silvia Maglioni and Graeme Thomson 



TUE 22.05
10:00 - 13:00 / DESIGNHUIS

HOW TO DO THINGS  
WITH THEORY
SEMINARS AT THE DESIGNHUIS 
Bassam El Baroni: Intervention 
Sven Lütticken: Legalize Everything
Rachel O’Reilly: At the Limits of the Writerly: 
Which Dispositif?
Marina Vishmidt: Speculation as a Mode of 
Production; Critique, Construction and 
Contestation

WED 24.05
THU 25.05 
13:15 - 22:00 / VARIOUS LOCATIONS

ROAMING ACADEMY

Four Roaming Academy classes will 
conclude their yearlong trajectory 
(including study and collaboration on 
location in resp. Boston, Casablanca &  
Ait Ben Haddou, Mexico City and Salvador 
da Bahia between March 1327 2017)  
with public presentations.

DAI is delighted to present a selection  
of artist books by Ricardo Liong-A-Kong,  
a member of the DAI’s office team since 
2003. (Presentation on display 18-28 May).

READING SESSION
Notes from Suriname by Ricardo Liong- 
A-Kong at the Van Abbe museum’s library  
at the occasion of his small exhibition 
‘Grond-geest’ with books published under 
the imprint ‘Ambassade van Bukistan’.  
The selection at the Van Abbe specifically 
highlights Ricardo’s books on plantations  
in Suriname. The books presented at the 
library are available at the museum shop.
THU 25.05 / 13.15 - 13:45 

VAN ABBE MUSEUM LIBRARY

Contest  Teaching  
as a Form of Art 
In which a group of artists and curators 
attempt to fill a room with standing eggs. 
The work need not speak of patience or 
skill. What if it were about the fragility of the 
situation that the standing eggs produced? 
A situation that is by turns theoretical, 
aesthetic, pedagogical?  
DURATIONAL EVENT: WED 24.05 - THU 25.05

14:00 - 15:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM B2 

LEAD TUTOR: RUTH NOACK

 

Writing Out Loud 
BOOK PRESENTATION
A publication containing transcriptions of 
eight lectures by the artist Jon Mikel Euba, 
that were live translated from Spanish to 
English for the course Action Unites, Words 
Divide (On Praxis, An Unstated Theory), 
and which were presented across the DAI’s 
academic year 14-15 upon the invitation of  
If I Can’t Dance I Don’t Want to Be Part Of 
Your Revolution.
THU 25.05 / 15:30 - 16:00 

DESIGNHUIS THE HALL

Degrees of Freedom: 
Human, Robot and the 
Medium of Auto mation 
OPENING
The title refers to the technical term used 
to describe the extent of a robot’s freedom 
of motion. This term explaining a robot’s 
physical characteristics and ability to move 
converges with wider questions and 
popular concerns about more ‘dis embodied’ 
computational technologies and artificial 
intelligence in relation to social and political 
agency, labor, and financialisation. How can 
art-oriented research inhabit these 
interconnected fields of inquiry?
THU 25.05 - SUN 28.05 / 16:30 - 17:30 

DESIGNHUIS ROOM 2 & 3

LEAD TUTOR: BASSAM EL BARONI  

Students of On Praxis,  
An Unstated Theory 
(Writing Out Loud) 
PRESENTATION 
Students will make a presentation 
comprising elements of an ongoing 
translation exercise that they have been 
undertaking across the yearlong course. 
This has seen them progressively translate 
the first chapter of Writing Out Loud into 
different media including drawings, notated 
scores, videos and sound.
THU 25.05 / 17:30 - 18:00

DESIGNHUIS THE PROJECT SPACE

LEAD TUTORS: IF I CAN’T DANCE  

(SUSAN GIBB) AND JON MIKEL EUBA

CAMPFIRE DINNER 
public: upon reservation
18:00 - 20:00 / DESIGNHUIS OUTDOOR

RESERVATIONS J.VANDERSPEK@ARTEZ.NL

Southern Wave 
A roaming online radio platform for 
 collective artistic practice, research, and 
study. It departs from the saturated terms 
of ‘global south’ and ‘global north’ to examine 
examples of economic, state, and cultural 
relations marked by centrality and marginality 
within global systems of domination and 
dependency. Check dutchartinstitute.eu  
for frequency details. 
THU 25.05 / 19:00 - 22:00 / 

DESIGNHUIS THE CIRCLE 

LEAD TUTORS: CASCO (YOLANDE VAN DER 

HEIDE) AND COOPERATIVA CRÁTER INVERTIDO

Dutch Art Institute (DAI) at Becoming More



multiple events, projects & discussions

During the 
‘Becoming More’ 
Caucus there are 
multiple events, 
projects and 
discussions taking 
place throughout the 
Van Abbe museum 
and the Designhuis
please see the full calendar of events  
at the back of the programme 

talk by Rachel O’Reilly

The NorthSouth formatting of 
Enlighten ment law and reason, and 
the colonial history of propertization, 
continue to impact what comes to 
count as artistic practice, curatorial 
exploit, and ethics of knowledge
gathering in the global field. 

This talk connects design products of the 
mercantile era - land/sea legal divisions, and 
the Torrens title-by-registration system of 
British colonial land law invented for 
Australia, now the preferred property titling 
regime of the IMF - to think through the 
persistence of ethnocidal and ecocidal 
logics in everyday cultural practice, and 
international art’s regimes of ‘autonomy’. 

What was Mercantilism? Did it ever end? 
How do art and curatorial practices – 
instituted or not – meet up with while 
working against neocolonial and 
dispossessive norms of production and 
comportment? Elaborating the position of a 
persistent curatorial post-coloniality and 
drawing from The Gas Imaginary’s artistic 
research, Rachel will think through the limits 
and possibilities of aesthetic exchange 
outside of eliminative ideals of a fully 
propertitised earth and free liquid seas. 
Poetry may be read.

RACHEL O’REILLY is an Australian-born poet/
artist, independent researcher, curator and 
educator, whose work bridges art and situated 
cultural politics, media philosophy and political 
economy. 

 
 

‘Practice against 
the Persistence  
of the Mercantile’

WED 24.05
16:00  - 17:30 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM



multiple events, projects & discussions

To Become More...  
a local Agent of 
Change

#2  Open conversation
An individual: Yama Saraj

“In 1998, at the age of 12, my family and I 
found our refuge in the Netherlands from 
war-torn Afghanistan. As a development 
economist with (a technology heart as I put 
it), I have been thinking about ‘develop ment’ 
and ‘progress’ and how to bring it to my 
people back home in Afghanistan. I would 
like to talk about my research on grassroots 
movements, and how I ended up back in 
Eindhoven where my journey started.”
 

#3  City tour 
A movement: city growers  

14:00 - 16:00  GEWILDGROEI    
Achterpaadjessafari (AlleysSafari)
Together we go on a safari throughout the 
alleys of Eindhoven. City gardeners are not 
coming there, and neighbourhood residents 
don’t see it as their property. That’s why 
alleys are an unintentional free space for 
plants who want to settle spontaneously. 
During the walk, we investigate what is 
living in this alleys and the (possible) role  
of this urban ecosystem.

16:00 - 16:45   STADSAKKERS (City fields)
Stadsakkers Eindhoven grows vegetables 
for the Food Bank since 2013. In Eindhoven, 
more households than ever before are 
dependent on the Food Bank for their daily 
meals. Thus, the plan has been made to 
allocate fallow lands in Eindhoven to 
agriculture for the Food Bank and to grow 
free food there for those who need it with 
the help of volunteers. How simple can a 
goal be? www.stadsakkerseindhoven.nl

Agents of Change is an ongoing 
programme formulated by The Umbrella 
network (a collective of social designers, 
researchers and curators) in collaboration 
with Van Abbe museum. The programme is 
focused on highlighting creative strategies 
building a network of  artists, social 
designers and dynamic  community projects 
in Eindhoven by  organising interactive 
tours, workshops and various activities to 
create a social map of the city that reveals 
its current urgencies.
 
For the Caucus, Agents of Change will 
present a programme in collaboration with 
four initiatives from the network. They will 
show different examples of how to become 
more a local agent of change: as a community, 
as an individual, and as a movement.

These initiatives are willing to invite 
participants of the Caucus, and the public 
of the museum to get to know them better, 
to visit their location and to join their activities. 
It offers an alternative approach to the city 
of Eindhoven, their urgencies and their 
challenges.
 

#1  Ongemakkelijk Diner 
A community: Drents Dorp 
Hoofdkwartier

You think diners with your family in law or 
annoying colleagues are uncomfortable? It 
can be much worse. Come and have a taste 
of the ‘Ongemakkelijk Diner’ (Uncomfortable 
Dinner) in the Van Abbemuseum. Join the 
community of Drents Dorp in an experience 
that challenges you to communicate, 
cooperate, let go and conquer your 
resistance.
 

THU 25.05
14:00 - 16:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM LESZAAL

FRI 26.05
10:30 - 13:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM STUDIO

SAT 27.05
14:00 - 16:45 / START @ VAN  ABBEMUSEUM 

(FRONT ENTRANCE), BRING YOUR OWN BIKE!

photo: Stadsakkers



‘Always more than 
one: art worlds 
beyond the art 
market’
lecture by Kuba Szreder  

A critique of the political economy of art 
should encompass a critique of political 
ontology of art worlds. Art practitioners 
populate and constitute more art worlds 
than just one. However, the market-oriented 
art world has a tendency to present itself 
as the only possible art world. Agents of the 
art market - similarly to propagators of neo-
liberal capitalism - reiterate over and over 
again that ‘there is no alternative’ (to their 
own art world). Obviously, the market-
oriented art world is dominant, just as   
neo liberal capitalism is hegemonic, but it is 
definitely not the only social system possible 
or even actually existing. There are many 
ways of doing art, thinking about it, 
exchanging it and appreciating it. What 
engaged architects in Liverpool, social 
sculptors in Warsaw or artistic cartographers 
in Chicago call and practice as art might 
differ from what is peddled as art on art 
fairs in New York. They forge and animate 
emergent art worlds, the very existence of 
which undermines hegemonic claims of  
art marketeers.

 

KUBA SZREDER is a lecturer at the department 
of art theory at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Warsaw and an independent curator and 
researcher. In his interdisciplinary projects he 
carries out artistic and organizational experiments, 
hybridizing art with other domains of 
contemporary society.

Resistance is Fertile 
Step 1, ‘Refuge in 
Fauxtopia’

multiplatform project
Convened by Vaari Claffey  
with Sam Keogh
 
Resistance is Fertile is a multi-platform
project which proposes the development  
of a set of counter-pragmatics for cultural
production designed to generate altered
modes of operation in situations of 
emergency or where resistance is required.
It looks to provoke strategies which are not
memetic of currently normalized ‘pragmatics’ 
but which disrupt, queer, oppose or
reconstruct them. The project proposes
and problematizes Ireland as the site of a
cultural ‘safe house’ to provide shelter for
those practices and practitioners that are
threatened by current or impending political
or cultural conditions. This forces the
necessity for some self-examination on
behalf of the hosting country.

This first iteration, ‘Refuge in Fauxtopia’,
begins this process by looking at the history 
of shelter in Ireland as that of a kind of 
‘false-friend’. In linguistics a ‘false-friend’ is 
a word or expression that has a similar form 
to one in a person’s native language, but a 
different meaning.
 

PRESENTATIONS BY Vaari Claffey,   
Joseph Noonan Ganley, Sam Keogh,  
Dr. Tina Kinsella, Our Table  Michelle 
Darmody Lucky, Seamus Nolan,  
Grace Weir 
 
Accompanied by Sarah Grimes on drums
 
With thanks to Culture Ireland  

multiple events, projects & discussions

FR 26.05
14:00 - 17:00 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM AUDITORIUM

FR 26.05
19:30 / DESIGNHUIS THE PROJECT SPACE



Study in Black Modernity
11.04 - 12.06 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM THE WALL

As part of Becoming More Iris Kensmil has 
been invited to make a new work for the 
Van Abbemuseum’s collection. Kensmil 
combines abstract patterns, classical 
portraiture and references from music, 
politics and literature that resonate with her 
position as a Black artist. The installation 
includes a series of publications, available 
to read in our Library, from key figures 
within what Kensmil calls Black Modernity. 
In addition there is a series of drawings 
which reflect on the historic position of the 
Black subject within emancipatory politics, 

Echo Chamber
06.05 - 12.11 / VAN ABBEMUSEUM THE EYE

From 6 May Navine G. Khan-Dossos (1982) 
occupies The Eye for the creation of a new 
mural, Echo Chamber. Commencing during 
the caucus and lasting six months visitors 
to the museum will see the work emerge. 
 
Navine G. Khan-Dossos hand-paints using 
a form of geometric abstraction merging 
the traditional ‘Aniconism’ of Islamic art and 
digital algorithms. The subject of Echo 
Chamber is Samantha Lewthwaite, also 
known as ‘The White Widow’, a British 
 woman who is considered to be a dangerous 

art history, hiphop and the anti racist and 
Black Lives Matter protests which have 
recently gained increasing visibility and 
traction. Kensmill has convened the 
opening and the first day ‘On Experience 
and Choices’ (18th & 19th May) as part of 
this commission. 

IRIS KENSMIL (1970) is a Dutch artist  
of Surinamese descent who makes oil  
paintings, drawings and installations. 

The project is supported by 
Mondriaan Fonds

terrorist, featuring on Interpol’s ‘Wanted’ list 
since 2013.  For many years Khan-Dossos 
has followed the story of Lewthwaite, in the 
press and on social media. Echo Chamber 
creates a portrait of Lewthwaite, without 
 relying on her widely circulated image. 
 Rather, Khan-Dossos is interested in 
 exploring stereotypes and transgressions 
related to the subject of women and 
 terrorism.

NAVINE G. KHAN-DOSSOS (1982) was recently 
a resident at the Van Eyck Academie in Maastricht 
and currently lives and works in Athens. Her 
painting practice is based on a rigorous training 
in Islamic art and Art History. 

Echo Chamber is made possible by  
Stichting Niemeijer Fonds
 

Iris Kensmil, Study in Black Modernity, 2015-2017,  
Van Abbemuseum, photo: Peter Cox

Navine G. Khan-Dossos, Design for Echo Chamber, 2017

commissions

Navine G.  KhanDossosIris Kensmil
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13.30 13.30
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15.30 15.30

16.30 16.30

17.30 17.30

18.30 18.30

19.30 19.30

20.30 20.30
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11.00 11.00

12.00 12.00

13.00 13.00

14.00 14.00

15.00 15.00

16.00 16.00

17.00 17.00

18.00 18.00

19.00 19.00

20.00 20.00

21.00 21.00

22.00 22.00

THROUGHOUT: ECHO CHAMBER / Navine G.KhanDossos / the eye 
 STUDY IN BLACK MODERNITY / Iris Kensmil / the wall

11:0012:30  
ON EXPERIENCES 
AND CHOICES / 
auditorium

11:0017:00
DAI - ABSENCE 
 TAKES SHAPE / 
foyer

11:00 - 17:00 
DAI - ELEPHANT  
IN THE ROOM /  
B2 new building

 

 
11:00-17:00
DAI - POROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive 

11:0017:00
DAI - ABSENCE 
 TAKES SHAPE / 
foyer

11:00 - 17:00 
DAI - ELEPHANT  
IN THE ROOM /  
B2 new building

 

11:00-17:00
DAI - POROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive 

19:00 JABU ARNELL Action / leszaal

19:30 DINNER 
@ Designhuis

20:00 - 21:30 
‘I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO’ / Raoul Peck / 
screening / the project space

19:30   
GLORIA WEKKER / Beyond White 
 Innocence / auditorium

11:0013:00                                       
FUTURE 
CAUCUS 
 panel 1 / 
auditorium
 

11:0018:00                                         
TOWARDS 
 ENTANGLED 
 MODES OF 
 BECOMING MORE 
/ Roaming 
 Assembly #14 / 
auditorium

11:0018:00                                         
TOWARDS 
 ENTANGLED 
 MODES OF 
 BECOMING MORE 
/ Roaming 
 Assembly #14 / 
auditorium

11:0017:00
DAI - ABSENCE  
TAKES SHAPE / 
foyer

11:00-17:00 
DAI - ELEPHANT  
IN THE ROOM /  
B2 new building

 
11:00-17:00
DAI - POROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive 

13:3017.00
DAI - ELEPHANT 
IN THE ROOM /  
B2 new building 

14:0016:00                       
FUTURE 
CAUCUS 
panel 2 / 
 auditorium  

16:3018:00                           
FUTURE 
CAUCUS  
event 3 /  
auditorium
 

13:3017:30  
ON EXPERIENCES 
AND CHOICES / 
 auditorium

17:0018:00 
DAI TALK with 
 Wayne Modest /  
B2 new building 

14:0015:00
DAI  SECOND ORDER OBSERVATION
talk with Charles Esche &  
Annie Fletcher / studio 

16:1517:00  
DECOLONISING 
MUSEUM TOUR
Simone Zeefuik

12:30 - 13:30 LUNCH @ Designhuis

18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis 18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis 18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis
interventions by DAI Deviant Practice 

18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis
interventions by DAI Deviant Practice 

13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH @ Designhuis 13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH @ Designhuis

18:00-19:00 
 DINNER  
@ Designhuis

13:00 - 14:00 
LUNCH  
@ Designhuis

09:00-19:30 
DAI - THE   
KITCHEN NOT 
THE  RESTAURANT 
/ studio & 
 auditorium
by reservation
r.fernhout@artez.nl

09:00-19:30 
DAI - THE  
KITCHEN NOT 
THE  RESTAURANT 
/ studio & 
 auditorium
by reservation
r.fernhout@artez.nl

13:00 - 14:00 
LUNCH 
@ Designhuis

RESERVATIONS FOR LUNCH & DINNER (COMBINED TICKET PER DAY €10)  
SHOULD BE MADE VIA VANABBEMUSEUM.NLDESIGNHUISVAN ABBEMUSEUMcalendar

THU 
18.05

FRI 
19.05

SAT 
20.05

SUN 
21.05

MON 
22.05

TUE 
23.05



11.30 11.30

12.30 12.30

13.30 13.30

14.30 14.30

15.30 15.30

16.30 16.30

17.30 17.30

18.30 18.30

19.30 19.30

20.30 20.30

21.30 21.30

11.00 11.00

12.00 12.00

13.00 13.00

14.00 14.00

15.00 15.00

16.00 16.00

17.00 17.00

18.00 18.00

19.00 19.00

20.00 20.00

21.00 21.00

22.00 22.00

11:00-17:00
DAI - POROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive 

11:0017:00
DAI - ABSENCE 
TAKES SHAPE / 
foyer

 

11:0017:00
DAI - ABSENCE 
TAKES SHAPE / 
foyer

11:00-17:00
DAI - POROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive 

11:00-17:00 
DAI -CONTEST: 
TEACHING AS A 
FORM OF ART /  
B2 new building

11:0013:00
POUROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive  

11:0017:00
DAI - POUROUS 
 ARCHIVE /  
diy archive  

18:00 - 19:00 CLOSING DINNER  
@ Designhuis18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis18:00-19:00 DINNER @ Designhuis

12:00-13:00  
LUNCH  
@ Designhuis

11:0013:00
DAI  DEGREES 
OF FREEDOM: 
 Human, Robot and 
the  Medium of 
 Auto mation / 
room 2 & 3

19:30   
ALWAYS MORE THAN ONE: Art Worlds 
Beyond The Art Market / talk by  
Kuba Szreder / the project space 

13:00-14:00 
LUNCH  
@ Designhuis

12:00- 22:00 
FOLLOW THE 
SOUND IF  
YOU’RE MYOPIC
Live broadcast  
on Markt Air
from  
Café De Markt

13:15  DAI - NOTES FROM 
SURINAME / reading by  Ricardo 
 LiongAKong /  library

14:00  DAI  CONTEST:  TEACHING 
AS A FORM OF ART / B2 new building

14:00  16:00   ONGEMAKKELIJK 
 DINER / Drents Dorp Hoofd kwartier / 
leszaal

18:00-20:00 CAMPFIRE DINNER 
@ Designhuis

15:30  DAI - WRITING OUT LOUD /  
book  presentation by Jon Mikel Euba 
/ the hall 

17:30  DAI  ON PRAXIS, AN UN
STATED THEORY Writing Out Loud / 
 presentation / the project space

16:30   DAI  DEGREES OF  FREEDOM: 
 Human, Robot and the Medium of 
 Automation / OPENING / room 2 & 3 

19:00-22:00 
DAI - SOUTHERN 
WAVE  RADIO /  
broadcast /  
the circle 

13:0018:00 
Ed NO.3 ASSET 
 ACQUISITION 
house rules? / 
 studio

11:0013:00                               
KRUT’KRUTU
open session / 
 auditorium 

14:00-16:00                         
AGENTS OF 
CHANGE / City 
bike tour in 
 Eindhoven /  
meet at the front 
 entrance

13:00-14:00 LUNCH @ Designhuis 13:00-14:00 LUNCH @ Designhuis

12:00-13:00 LUNCH @ Designhuis

14:00-17:00 
REFUGE IN 
 FAUXTOPIA 
Resistance is 
 Fertile/ 
auditorium 

11:0017:00   DAI  DEGREES OF FREEDOM:  Human, Robot and the  Medium of Auto mation / room 2 & 3

RESERVATIONS FOR LUNCH & DINNER (COMBINED TICKET PER DAY €10)  
SHOULD BE MADE VIA VANABBEMUSEUM.NL

THROUGHOUT: ECHO CHAMBER / Navine G.KhanDossos / the eye
 STUDY IN BLACK MODERNITY / Iris Kensmil / the wall 10:30-13:00 

YAMA SARAJ
talk, 
workshop / 
studio 

16:0017:30 
PRACTICE AGAINST THE 
 PERSISTENCE OF THE 
 MERCAN TILE / talk by  
Rachel O’Reilly /  auditorium

18:00-19:00  DINNER @ Designhuis

DESIGNHUISVAN ABBEMUSEUM

WED 
24.05

THU 
25.05

FRI 
26.05

SAT 
27.05

SUN 
28.05

calendar



BECOMING MORE PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE: 
Jessica de Abreu, Nick Aikens, Karin Amatmoekrim, 
Simon Ascensio, Amandla Awethu, Raul Balai, Markus 
Balkenhol, Bassam el Baroni, Richard Bell, Het Bijlmer 
Park theater, Zach Blas, Sara Blokland, Jelle Bouwhuis, 
Ricardo Burgzorg, Sinan Cankaya, Binna Choi, Vaari 
Claffey, Ernestine Comvalius, Diedrich Diederichsen, 
Mariette Dölle, Drents Dorp, Mitchell Esajas, Charles 
Esche, Kodwo Eshun, Paul Faber, Annie Fletcher, 
Chandra Frank, Joseph Noonan Ganley, Quincy Gario, 
Susan Gibb, Ozkan Golpinar, Paul Goodwin, Florian 
Göttke, Antonio Sarah Grimes, Antonio Jose Guzman, 
HipHopHuis, Nancy Hoffman, Frontier Imaginaries, 
Krista Jantowski, Guno Jones, Nancy Jouwe, Remy 
Jungerman, Navine Khan Dossos, Patricia Kaersenhout, 
Sam Keogh, Dr. Tina Kinsella, Maurizio Lazzarato, 
Junadry Leocaria, Imara Limon, Yuki Kihara, Ricardo 
Liong a Kong, Silvia Maglioni & Graeme Thomson, Rob 
Manga, Michael Marder, Marian Markelo, Doreen Mende, 
Jon Mikel Euba, Wayne Modest, Malique Mohamud, 
Navimako, Ruth Noack, Seamus Nolan, Our Table - 
Michelle Darmody Lucky, Rachel O’Reilly, Rob Perree, 
Sarah Pierce, Josien Pieterse, Andre Reeder, Resistance 
is Fertile, Alejandra Riera, Yama Saraj, Gabriëlle 
Schleijpen, Jorinde Seijdel, Nedda Sou, Jacqueline van 
der Spek, Students and alumni of the Dutch Art Institute, 
Stadsakkers, Kuba Szreder, The Umbrella Network,  
The University of Colour, Untold, Yolande van der Heide, 
Els van der Plas, Ferdinand van Dieten, Martijn van 
Nieuwenhuyzen, Vincent van Velsen, Aruna Vermeulen, 
Marina Vishmidt, The Eindhoven Waackers, Corine  
van der Wal, McKenzie Wark, Gloria Wekker, Marga 
Weimans, Grace Weir, Wildgroei, Simone Zeefuik,  
Vivian Ziherl, Tirdad Zolghadr

Becoming More is organised by Annie Fletcher with  
Nick Aikens, Inge Borsje, Jantine Claus, Annette Eliëns, 
Steffie Maas, Megs Morley and the Van Abbe museum 
team / A huge thank you to everyone who has worked 
and thought with us 
Texts written in collaboration with Becoming More 
participants / Programme design: bregsch 

Main Partners: Dutch Art Institute (DAI) Arnhem  
with its partners (Artez University of the Arts, CASCO, 
IICD, Open!, The Showroom, Van Abbemuseum and 
Walter Books) and Designhuis Eindhoven
Other partners: CASCO, Universiteit Leiden (UL),  
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU), Baltan Laboratories

Becoming More is made possible with support from 
Mondriaan Fonds and Culture Ireland
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